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enumerating the deeds of Al-Nasir, and the following
ode :
Crowds are seen standing at his door all either
soliciting or hoping :
Deputations of the Roman kings in the courtyard,
either dreading his might or asking his
favour.
Live in safety the longest possible life, for all put
their hopes in you, both barefooted or shod,
You will rule the East and the West, as far as the
city of Constantine or the land of Babylon.
When the Emperor's envoys departed, Al-Nasir
sent with them his ambassador, Hisham ibn Huzail
carrying great presents to consolidate the friendship
and strengthen the bonds of alliance. The ambassador
returned after two years having successfully accomp-
lished his mission. Afterwards there were successive
embassies from the Christian princes to Abdul Rah-
man al-Nasir : the envoys of the King of the Sclavo-
nians, who was at that time Peter, son of Simeon
(King of Bulgaria), the envoys of the German Emperor
Otto I (the great), and the envoys of the King of
France. Al-Nasir received them with pomp and cere-
mony and sent, with the deputation of the Sclavo-
nians, Rabih (Riva), the Bishop, to their King. He
then received the envoys of the Pope John XII seek-
ing friendship and alliance which were granted.6
But Muslim diplomacy did not disregard the
secret element which is one of the peculiarities of
modern diplomacy* The Muslim Caliph had, in addi-
tion to his secret envoys he sent to the provinces and
cities subject to his rule to supply him with informa-
tion about the governors, Judges and the people, a
large number of secret envoys whom he sent to
foreign courts and governments to acquaint him with
all that happened there and with all their plans, good
and bad, which concerned his country. It seems that
the Abbasides were the first to organize this secret